
 

The Nutcracker 15 Glorious Years!  
Principal Casting Announced 
 
December 1, 2010… The National Ballet of Canada’s The Nutcracker celebrates its 15th 
anniversary as Toronto’s favourite holiday tradition. Created by James Kudelka in 1995, The 
Nutcracker is set in 19th-century Russia and takes audiences on a magical journey through 
the glittering world of the Snow Queen to the opulent splendour of the Sugar Plum Fairy’s 
palace. 
   
The opening performance on Saturday, December 11, 2010 at 2:00 pm will feature First 
Soloist Jillian Vanstone in the role of the Sugar Plum Fairy and First Soloist Etienne 
Lavigne as Peter/The Nutcracker. 
 
The evening performance on December 11 will feature Principal Dancers Bridgett Zehr and 
Zdenek Konvalina in the roles of the Sugar Plum Fairy and Peter/The Nutcracker. 
 
Principal Dancer Jiří Jelinek makes his debut as Uncle Nikolai. Mr. Jelinek joined the 
company in 2010 as a Principal Dancer and will be dancing the role on December16 and 17 
at 7:00 pm, Dec. 18 and 22 at 2:00 pm, Dec. 19 and 21 at 5:30 pm and Dec. 23 at 1:00 
pm.  
 
The Nutcracker choreography and libretto are by James Kudelka, music by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky, set and costume design by Santo Loquasto and lighting design by Jennifer 
Tipton. 
 
Nutcracker Story Time will continue this year, beginning 45 minutes prior to every 
performance. This engaging, interactive telling of The Nutcracker will take place in the 
Richard Bradshaw Amphitheatre of the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts.  
 
The Nutcracker is onstage at the Four Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts from 
December 11, 2010 to January 2, 2011. For more information, visit national.ballet.ca.  
 
Principal Casting  
 
The Sugar Plum Fairy 
Jillian Vanstone (Dec. 11, 22 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 12, 29 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 17 at 7:00 pm) 
Bridgett Zehr (Dec. 11, 18 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 30 at 5:30 pm) 
Tina Pereira (Dec. 12, 19, 21, 29 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 15 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 23 at 5:30 pm) 
Heather Ogden (Dec. 16 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 18 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 19, 21 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 23 
at 1:00 pm) 
Sonia Rodriguez (Dec. 22 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 24, 30 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan 2 at 5:30 pm) 
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Peter/ The Nutcracker 
Etienne Lavigne (Dec. 11, 22 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 12, 29 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 17 at 7:00 pm) 
Zdenek Konvalina (Dec. 11, 18 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 30 at 5:30 
pm) 
Keiichi Hirano (Dec. 12, 19, 21, 29 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 15 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 23 at 5:30 pm) 
Guillaume Côté (Dec. 16 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 18 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 19, 21 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 23 
at 1:00 pm) 
Piotr Stanczyk (Dec. 22 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 24, 30 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 5:30 pm) 
 
Snow Queen and her Icicles 
Elena Lobsanova, Nan Wang, Brett van Sickle (Dec. 11, 22 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 18 at 7:00 
pm)  
Xiao Nan Yu, McGee Maddox, Aarik Wells (Dec. 11 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 12, 30 at 5:30 
pm/Dec. 18, at 2:00 pm/Dec. 29, Jan. 2 at 1:00 pm) 
Tanya Howard, Nan Wang, Brett van Sickle (Dec. 12, 23 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 16 at 7:00 
pm/Dec.19, 21 at 5:30 pm)  
Stephanie Hutchison, Etienne Lavigne, Patrick Lavoie (Dec. 15, 17 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 19, 
21 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 23 at 5:30 pm) 
Rebekah Rimsay, Keiichi Hirano, Patrick Lavoie (Dec. 22 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 24, 30 at 1:00 
pm/Dec. 28 at 5:30 pm)  
Jenna Savella, Nan Wang, Brett van Sickle (Dec. 28 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 29, Jan. 2 at 5:30 
pm)  
 
Baba, Marie and Misha’s nurse 
Alejandra Perez-Gomez (Dec. 11, 22 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 12, 23, 29 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 29 at 
1:00 pm)  
Rebekah Rimsay (Dec. 11, 18 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 30 at 5:30 pm) 
Lisa Robinson+ (Dec. 12, 19, 21 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 15, 17 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 18 at 2:00 pm)  
Lorna Geddes (Dec. 16, 22 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 19, 21, 28, Jan. 2 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 23, 24, 30 
at 1:00 pm) 
 
Uncle Nikolai 
Kevin D. Bowles (Dec. 11 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 12, 19, 21, 29 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 15 at 7:00 
pm/Dec. 23 at 5:30 pm)  
Piotr Stanczyk (Dec 11 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 12 at 5:30 pm) 
Jiří Jelinek* (Dec. 16, 17 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 18, 22 at 2:00 pm/Dec. 19, 21 at 5:30 pm/Dec. 
23 at 1:00 pm) 
Robert Stephen (Dec. 18 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 29, 30 at 5:30 pm) 
Noah Long (Dec. 22 at 7:00 pm/Dec. 24, 30 at 1:00 pm/Dec. 28, Jan. 2 at 5:30 pm)  
 
* Debut.  
+ Guest Artist 
All casting subject to change.  
 



 

The Nutcracker 
Saturday, December 11 at 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 12 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 15 at 7:00 pm 
Thursday, December 16 at 7:00 pm 
Friday, December 17 at 7:00 pm 
Saturday, December 18 at 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
Sunday, December 19 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm  
Tuesday, December 21 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 22 at 2:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
Thursday, December 23 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
Friday, December 24 at 1:00 pm  
Tuesday, December 28 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
Wednesday, December 29 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm  
Thursday, December 30 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
Sunday, January 2 at 1:00 pm & 5:30 pm 
 
Tickets:  
Prices range from $35.34 to $130.26 (HST included). 
 
The 2010/11 season is presented by CTV and The Globe and Mail. 
 
TD Bank Financial Group presents The Nutcracker and Nutcracker Story Time.  
 
The Nutcracker is made possible by generous financial support from production 
underwriters Sandra & Jim Pitblado, Lawrence & Ann Heisey and an anonymous friend of 
the National Ballet. 
 
Guillaume Côté is sponsored through Dancers First by Emmanuelle Gattuso & Allan Slaight. 
Zdenek Konvalina is sponsored through Dancers First by Gretchen Ross. 
Bridgett Zehr is sponsored through Dancers First by Diana Weatherall. 
Keiichi Hirano is sponsored through Dancers First by an anonymous donor. 
Tanya Howard is sponsored through Dancers First by Nancy Pencer. 
Elena Lobsanova is sponsored through Dancers First by Sandra Faire & Ivan Fecan. 
Noah Long is sponsored through Dancers First by Sandra Faire & Ivan Fecan. 
Jenna Savella is sponsored through Dancers First by Elvio & Marlene DelZotto. 
Robert Stephen is sponsored through Dancers First by Mr. Thor Eaton & The Honourable 
Nicole Eaton, Senator. 
Krista Dowson is sponsored through Dancers First by Lucy White. 
Nadine Drouin is sponsored through Dancers First by an anonymous donor. 
Brendan Saye is sponsored through Dancers First by Robin and Ross Robinson.  
Sarah Elena Wolff is sponsored through Dancers First by Lynda & Jonas Prince. 
 



 

Performance Sponsors: Fingerprint Communications (December 11 at 7:00 pm), KPMG 
(December 12 at 1:00 pm), CTV and The Globe & Mail, (December 12 at 5:30 pm), Hilton 
Toronto (December 16), RBC (December 18 at 2:00 pm), Air Canada (December 18 at 7:00 
pm), CTV and The Globe & Mail (December 19) 
 
The National Ballet of Canada gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support of the Canada 
Council for the Arts; the Ontario Arts Council; the City of Toronto through the Economic 
Development & Culture Department; the Government of Canada through the Honourable 
James Moore, Minister, the Department of Canadian Heritage; the Government of Ontario; 
the Ontario Arts Foundation; the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Catherine Chang   Christina McGrath 
Senior Public Relations Manager  Publicity Coordinator 
416 345 9686 x302   416 345 9686 x332 
cchang@national.ballet.ca   cmcgrath@national.ballet.ca 
national.ballet.ca   national.ballet.ca 
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