
 

Jillian Vanstone is Opening Night Alice in 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Opening Night Ballet Talk with Christopher Wheeldon and Karen Kain 
 
 
May 27, 2011… Karen Kain, Artistic Director of The National Ballet of Canada, today 
announced the principal casting for the North American premiere of Christopher 
Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, onstage June 4 – 25, 2011 at the Four 
Seasons Centre for the Performing Arts. 
 
The opening night cast on June 4 at 7:30 pm features First Soloist Jillian Vanstone in the role 
of Alice, Principal Dancers Zdenek Konvalina as Jack/The Knave of Hearts, Aleksandar 
Antonijevic as Lewis Carroll/The White Rabbit, Greta Hodgkinson as Mother/The Queen of 
Hearts, Artist-in-Residence Rex Harrington as Father/The King of Hearts, Guest Artist Steven 
McRae as Magician/The Mad Hatter, Principal Dancer Jiří Jelinek as Rajah/The Caterpillar 
and Principal Character Artist Kevin D. Bowles as The Duchess. 
 
Mr. Wheeldon’s Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland combines Lewis Carroll’s narrative with a 
commissioned score by renowned British composer Joby Talbot with set and costumes by 
Tony Award-winning designer Bob Crowley and lighting by Natasha Katz. 
 
Mr. Wheeldon speaks about creating Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland at the opening night 
pre-show Ballet Talk, hosted by Ms. Kain. Ballet Master Lindsay Fischer will give the 
remaining Ballet Talks. All Ballet Talks begin 45 minutes prior to the curtain. 
 
Principal Casting 
 
Alice 
Jillian Vanstone (June 4, 8, 10, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Sonia Rodriguez (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
Heather Ogden (June 9, 11 at 2:00 pm/June 24 at 7:30 pm) 
 
Jack/The Knave of Hearts 
Zdenek Konvalina (June 4, 8, 10, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Keiichi Hirano (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
McGee Maddox (June 9, 11 at 2:00 pm/June 24 at 7:30 pm) 
 
Lewis Carroll/The White Rabbit 
Aleksandar Antonijevic (June 4, 8, 10, 24, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 9, 11, 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Piotr Stanczyk (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
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Mother/The Queen of Hearts 
Greta Hodgkinson (June 4, 8, 10, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 11, 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Tanya Howard (June 5, 9 at 2:00 pm/June 11, 24 at 7:30 pm) 
 
Father/The King of Hearts 
Rex Harrington (June 4, 8, 10, 24, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 9, 11, 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Kevin D. Bowles (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
 
Magician/The Mad Hatter 
Steven McRae (June 4 at 7:30 pm) 
Robert Stephen All other performances. 
 
Rajah/The Caterpillar 
Jiří Jelinek (June 4, 8, 10, 24, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 9, 11, 12 at 2:00 pm)  
Brett van Sickle (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
 
The Duchess 
Kevin D. Bowles (June 4, 8, 10, 24, 25 at 7:30 pm/June 9, 11, 12 at 2:00 pm) 
Rex Harrington (June 5, 25 at 2:00 pm/June 9, 11, 23 at 7:30 pm) 
 
All casting subject to change  
 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 
Saturday, June 4 at 7:30 pm 
Sunday, June 5 at 2:00 pm 
Wednesday, June 8 at 7:30 pm 
Thursday, June 9 at 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm 
Friday, June 10 at 7:30 pm 
Saturday, June 11 at 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm 
Sunday, June 12 at 2:00 pm 
Thursday, June 23 at 7:30 pm 
Friday, June 24 at 7:30 pm 
Saturday, June 25 at 2:00 pm and 7:30 pm 
 
The 2010/11 season is presented by CTV and The Globe and Mail. 
 
Thomson Reuters presents Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. 
 
Lead philanthropic support provided by an anonymous friend of the National Ballet with 
additional support generously provided by The Catherine & Maxwell Meighen Foundation, 
Richard M. Ivey, C.C., Rosamond Ivey, Robert & Judith Lawrie and Wallace & Margaret 
McCain. 
 



 

The company would like to thank the following donors who have made a generous 
contribution in support of a particular role:  
 
Richard M. Ivey, C.C. for Alice 
Gretchen Ross for the Queen of Hearts 
Torunn & David Banks for the King of Hearts 
Fiona Garland & Andrew Bentley for the Flamingos  
Nancy Pencer for the Cheshire Cat  
 
Generously supported by The Monument Trust in memory of Simon Sainsbury.   
 
Generous philanthropic support from Sir Simon and Lady Robertson, Sarah and Lloyd 
Dorfman, Robert and Kathleen Wallace, Celia Blakey, Sue Butcher, Marina Hobson MBE, 
Peter Lloyd, Kristina Rogge and Richard and Victoria Sharp. 
 
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is presented as part of Luminato, Toronto Festival of Arts 
and Creativity. 
 
Performance Sponsors: KPMG (June 8), Deloitte (June 9 at 7:30 pm) and Cadillac Fairview 
(June 11 at 7:30) 
 
The National Ballet of Canada gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support of the Canada 
Council for the Arts; the Ontario Arts Council; the City of Toronto through the Economic 
Development & Culture Department; the Government of Canada through the Honourable 
James Moore, Minister, the Department of Canadian Heritage; the Government of Ontario; 
the Ontario Arts Foundation; the Ontario Trillium Foundation; and the Ontario Cultural 
Attractions Fund. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Catherine Chang   Christina McGrath 
Senior Public Relations Manager  Publicity Coordinator 
416 345 9686 x302   416 345 9686 x332 
cchang@national.ballet.ca   cmcgrath@national.ballet.ca 
national.ballet.ca   national.ballet.ca 

 


