
 

James Kudelka’s The Man in Black Added to the 
Western Canada Tour  
September 15 – October 4, 2011 
 
July 7, 2011… Karen Kain, Artistic Director of The National Ballet of Canada, today announced 
that James Kudelka’s The Man in Black has been added to the Western Canada tour. The Man in 
Black will be presented along with William Forsythe’s the second detail, Jerome Robbins’ Other 
Dances and Crystal Pite’s Emergence in Calgary, Edmonton, Vancouver, Victoria, Nanaimo and 
Winnipeg.  
 
James Kudelka’s The Man in Black was originally commissioned by BalletMet Columbus and 
premiered on April 23, 2010. The work is a celebration of American working-class grit and of the 
man whose voice embodied it so movingly, Johnny Cash. Six Cash songs – all covers from the 
later part of his career – are given visual resonance in a suite of dances for an ensemble of three 
men and a woman, all in cowboy boots. “Constructed from what appear to be simple movements 
and set to six covers sung by Johnny Cash, The Man in Black keeps the dancers in constant 
motion. It’s devoid of frills yet as stark and moving as Cash’s voice itself.” Columbus Alive, 2010.  
 
James Kudelka is a former Artistic Director of The National Ballet of Canada and acknowledged 
as one of North America’s most innovative choreographers. Mr. Kudelka’s work covers an 
impressive range, from virtuoso pas de deux, through large-scale and always arresting 
adaptations of such classics as Swan Lake, The Nutcracker and Cinderella, to boldly innovative 
creative collaborations with dancers, designers and musicians.  
 
the second detail & Other Dances & The Man in Black* & Emergence 
September 15 – 17, 2011, Southern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium, Calgary, Alberta 
September 19 – 20, 2011, Northern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium, Edmonton, Alberta 
September 23 – 25, 2011, Queen Elizabeth Theatre, Vancouver, British Columbia 
September 27 – 28, 2011, The Royal Theatre, Victoria, British Columbia 
September 30, 2011, The Port Theatre, Nanaimo, British Columbia 
October 4, 2011, Centennial Concert Hall, Winnipeg, Manitoba 
 
* Company premiere 
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Celebrating 60 Years of Partnership with The Volunteer Committee, The National Ballet  
of Canada. 
 
The 2011/12 Season is presented by CTV and The Globe and Mail. 
 
the second detail is a gift from THE VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE, THE NATIONAL BALLET  
OF CANADA.  
 
Emergence is generously supported by Gail Hutchison.  
 
TD Bank Group is the presenting sponsor of the 2011 Western Canada Tour.  
 
Air Canada is the Official Airline of the 2011 Western Canada Tour.  
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The National Ballet of Canada gratefully acknowledges the ongoing support of the Canada 
Council for the Arts; the Ontario Arts Council; the City of Toronto through the Economic 
Development & Culture Department; the Government of Canada through the Honourable James 
Moore, Minister, the Department of Canadian Heritage; the Government of Ontario; the Ontario 
Arts Foundation; the Ontario Trillium Foundation. 
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Catherine Chang   Christina McGrath 
Senior Public Relations Manager  Publicity Coordinator 
416 345 9686 x302   416 345 9686 x332 
cchang@national.ballet.ca   cmcgrath@national.ballet.ca 
national.ballet.ca   national.ballet.ca 


